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1. LIVE WITH NATURE

2. MINIMIZE TREE CUTTING

— | want my watershed to be Clean & Green,
3. PROTECY SPECIES AT RISK therefore | will:

" | | . | PROTECT AIR QUALITY:
e 4. MAITAIN YOUR SEPTIC SYSTEM ' I Reduce my gasoline consumption.
2 Buy fuel-efficient engines (in vehicles, lawn mowers,
5. c“REFULSLTYREEI?'EUCQTESHOREUNE g | snowmobiles, etc.).
8. REDUCE THE IMPACT OF 4% l IN MY HOUSE/COTIAGE:
CDNSYRUCHON 3 Inspect my septic tank every 2 to 3 years & have it
pumped regularly, as appropriate.
7. NATURALIZE & RESTORE SHORELINE - 4 Use phosphate-free soaps & alfernative cleaners such as
BUFFERS baking soda & vinegar.
. 5 Take paint, batteries, aerosol cans and oil to hazardous
8. GREEN YOUR HOME " b waste depots for disposal.
6 Recycle & compost in order to reduce my household
8. REDUCE STORMWATER RUN=OFF garbage to 1 bag or less per week.
10. PRACTICE SAFE BOATING ON MY PROPERTY:

v 7 Reduce or eliminate my use of chemical fertilizers.

11, RESPECT NIGRY 8KIES i
8 Preserve the natural vegetation & trees on my property.
9 Handle fuel, oil & other chemicals with great care & have

12, MINIMIZE LAWNS & LANDSCAPING an action plan to deal with any spills that occur.

ON MY SHORELINE:

X0 Ensure that my dock(s), boathouse & other structures do
not occupy more than 25% of my shoreline.

XX Leave the remaining 75% (or more) of my shoreline in its
natural state.

WHEN USING WATERCRAFT, SNOWMOBILES OR OTHER ENGINES:

X2 Prevent erosion by reducing boat wake effects on
shorelines.

13 Buy a 4-stroke engine in any future boat or other
recreational vehicle purchase.

Take Action!
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Keep your shoreline natural
and enhance it if possible

Use native species

Minimize impervious
surfaces

Maintain your septic system

Get involved in citizen
science programs

Spread the word!






Why Native Plants?

= Big Bluestem
S—— Non-native Species vls Native Species Nk carid | /

Hydrangea spp.
\ Perennial Fountain Grass |

Pennisetum alopecuroides | Doaliia Ovopeasd Blackc-ayed Susas
I Sporobolus heterolepis ~ Rudbeckia hirta

*/ L\ 9 | 00 Buffalo Grass N
L) S \(/ 1/ Kentucky | Buchloe dactyloides

Q ' .—\ ‘ ’ Blue Grass N S
/ \ ,\/,-; N / 0 Poa pratensis l

Daylillies
Hemerocallis spp.

Source: Water on the Land: Sustainable Stormwater Management Guide 2.5 up to 5m deep!




Minimize Impervious Surfaces

MAINTAIN existing natural vegetation,
including wetlands, on your property
as a buffer to reduce runoff and
remove sediment.

MINIMIZE paved and other
hard surface areas such as

patios. Instead, use gravel, =S

permeable pavement, flagstones,
or concrete lattice that provide
durability while allowing precipitation
to filter into the ground.

INSTALL straw bales, diversion ditches,
and silt fences around construction
sites to slow runoff and trap sediment

on-site.
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PLACE straw or mulch over gardens,
newly seeded areas, or other areas
with bare soil to slow erosion. PLANT
groundcovers to stop erosion.

INCREASE building setbacks to allow
more area for runoff from the
building to infiltrate the ground

DESIGN your drainage system with
curves and settling pools to slow
surface runoff and give sediment a
chance to settle out. AVOID straight
ditches and paths that head directly
for the water or storm sewer.

CONDUCT construction projects
in phases to reduce erosion and
sedimentation problems.

ENSURE your downspouts discharge
. where soil will not be eroded and
2 provide protection where downspouts
do discharge. Rain barrels, splash pads,
or trenches filled with drainage stone
can protect against erosion.

USE swales (gentle depressions in a
slope), berms (low ridges), gravel-filled
trenches or other methods on your property
to redirect water and keep it from flowing
directly into your lake or storm sewer.

Adapted from City of Toronto STORMWATER
POLLUTION Tips on how you can improve water quality



Maintain Your Septic System!

Know where your Have your system Treat your septic system
septic system is and inspected regularly right:
how it works and pumped out as Avoid chemicals, excessive
needed water and additives.

Protect the tile field from
woody vegetation and
vehicles.



Get Involved in Citizen Science Programs

Benthic Monitoring ' iNaturalist
FrogWatch BioBlitz
Turtle Tally MLA WQl EddMapS$

Loon Survey Lake Partner Program Monarch Watch

MWC Algae Monitoring



Spread the Word!
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Post a sign to let the Write a newsletter

community know what g 1o your ESighRCEE article or post pictures

; : about the citizen science : ' £
you’'re doing to protect on social media to raise

.
water quality PISSRETS )::;I:e Vol awareness
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