
AVOID 
BOATING 
TRAGEDY

BY SCOTT FERGUSON



I can drive a car …



DISCLAIMER

This module is offered as an Opinion Piece, provided and intended by its 
author to be educational and helpful. By viewing it, you acknowledge that 
it is not a substitute for on-the-water training, on-the-water supervision, 
use of good judgement or legal advice. 



AVOID BOATING TRAGEDY

I believe …

• Most are avoidable

• Obeying the law is only the beginning

Tragedies on the water occur every year
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AVOID BOATING TRAGEDY

10 BEST 
PRACTICES
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1. Avoid Complacency

Routine trips/chores

To/from dinner out

I can do this route blindfolded!





2. Be Alert



An E-Learning Experience prepared for MLA– July 2020

Shared Space



Shared Space

2. Be Alert



Know your surroundings 360º

Look I km in all directions

Ask passengers to help

Avoid distraction 1 Km
1 Km

1 Km

1 Km1 Km

1 Km

2. Be Alert



Look behind before you TURN ….

… and before you SLOW DOWN

2. Be Alert



But what if I can’t see 1 km ahead?

What if there are islands in the way???

2. Be Alert



3. Manage Blind Spots



“SAFE 
SPEED”

3. Manage Blind Spots

Sign or No 
Sign!



ISLAND ISLAND

3. Manage Blind Spots



ISLAND ISLAND

90º

3. Manage Blind Spots



4. Keep Your Distance

<30 Metres (1/2 a rink) 

ISLAND ISLAND

<30 Metres (1/2 a rink) 

“Bow Down”

Sign or No 
Sign!



4. Keep Your Distance

ISLANDAdded Safety

Otherwise …
“Bow Down”

Added Safety

The Law The Law

30 Metres 30 Metres



THE LAW

SAFETY & COURTESY

4. Keep Your Distance



THE LAW

SAFETY & COURTESY

4. Keep Your Distance

REGULATIONS

CANADA 
SHIPPING 
ACT 2001



4. Keep Your Distance



4. Keep Your Distance

OR



5. Manage Collision Course



Point with Your Nose

5. Manage Collision Course



6. Give Right of Way



6. Give Right of Way



6. Give Right of Way



Right of Way



7. Operate PWCs Responsibly!
POWER … SPEED … SLOW TO STOP



POWER … SPEED … SLOW TO STOP

7. Operate PWCs Responsibly!



POWER … SPEED … SLOW TO STOP

D
O

CK

Slow down to 9 km/hr

7. Operate PWCs Responsibly!
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8. Approach Humans in the Water 
On The Driver’s Side and Downwind



9. Turn Off Headlights



NEVER look through a windshield at night!

10. Rise Above it All



1. Avoid Complacency
2. Be alert
3. Manage Blind Spots
4. Keep Your Distance
5. Manage Collision Course
6. Give Right of Way
7. Operate PWCs Responsibly!
8. Approach humans on the driver’s side and downwind
9. Turn off Headlights
10. Never look through a windshield at night

AVOID BOATING TRAGEDY



MLA WEBSITE – BE A BETTER BOATER
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