
Uis Nostrud Exerci
tation ullamcorper 
Suscipit Nobortis, LP

Duis Mt. Aligum,

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet 

dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper 

suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in 

vulputate velit esse molestie consequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et 

iusto odio dignissim qui blandit praesent luptatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore te feugait nulla facilisi.
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dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper 
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dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper 

suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in 

vulputate velit esse molestie consequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et 

iusto odio dignissim qui blandit praesent luptatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore te feugait nulla facilisi.
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THE SECRET LIVES OF LOONS

continued on page 3

I grew up in Muskoka, near Dwight, and spent much of my youth 
watching loons. Every summer, my family and I paddled with 
them, listened to their calls, and observed their nests and chicks. 

As I experienced firsthand, loon watching is contagious, even 
addictive, in a good way, because loons do all sorts of interesting 
things in plain sight. It appears they have nothing to hide as they 
float around, seemingly without a care in the world. At least, that 
is what I thought.

Over the years, I expanded my loon interests to include loon 
science, and I admit to having 470 loon-related scientific papers 
in my library. Through this I realized there is much more to loons 
than meets the eye. For example, for a long time, many people, 
like me, thought loons mated for life. It turns out that loons 

definitely do not mate for life. On average, Common Loons have 
about four partners over 10 years!

But divorces and switching partners only break the surface. One 
of the ways young Common Loons obtain their first breeding 
territory is by injuring or outright killing territory owners. 
Territorial battles between competing loons can be extremely 
violent and are rarely observed, but over the course of their 
long lives (a few live to see 30) they can accumulate quite a few 
battle scars. Remarkably, an adult loon’s sternum has an average 
of seven bill punctures from being stabbed in territorial scraps 
with other loons, and one bird had 24 punctures!

The deeper you dive into the secret lives of loons, the stranger 
and more fascinating it gets. Common Loons have four major call 
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The ice going out in April created 
quite a buzz and a flurry of emails 
from friends living on the waterfront. 
No matter how much we love winter, 
the arrival of spring and the longer, 
warmer days is an exciting time. 

I’m very happy to report that the 
MLA’s work over the winter has led 
to some great results.

MLA Government & Land Use Committee (GLUC): Huge 
win! Following GLUC’s extensive submissions to the Ontario 
government — including meeting with MPP Graydon Smith 
(former Mayor of Bracebridge) — coupled with submissions by 
many MLA members, other lake associations and environmental 
organizations, the provincial government has reversed its 
position on site plan control. Its new draft now proposes that 
site plan control should remain with municipalities, as a key 
tool to ensure that shoreline development proceeds without 
excessive tree cutting and blasting. This is a huge win for the 
health of Muskoka’s shorelines! You can read about GLUC’s 
other achievements on municipal budgets and land use proposals 
in our monthly NewsBites.

MLA Community Engagement Committee (CE): CE has put 
together wonderful plans for the events where we gather 
to enjoy Muskoka, including Family Seedling Day in May and 
the aquatic and sailing regattas, as well as community support 
initiatives. I hope you will drop by one of the MLA booths CE 

has organized at famers’ markets this summer, to say hello and 
learn about the work we are doing.

MLA Environment Committee (EC): EC monitored spring water 
levels closely and began issuing Flood Watch newsletters in 
early March to keep members informed about conditions. Our 
MLA representatives on the community round table continue 
to advise the District and push for a full Muskoka watershed 
plan that will be crucial for mitigating flood risk. Plans for this 
summer’s water quality testing program are in place, which is 
a significant accomplishment that involves about 100 volunteer 
testers at more than 180 locations across the lakes.

MLA Communications and Membership Committee (C&M): 
This winter was particularly active for C&M, working on our 
Strategic Plan goal of doubling membership in five years. It’s an 
ambitious goal that the entire Board has taken responsibility 
for achieving, and C&M has put together fantastic material to 
help us get there. Our 2023 Yearbook, also created by C&M, 
includes a handout that describes our membership growth 
strategy – the Ambassador Program – and I urge you to read 
and implement it. 

Time and again I have seen there is strength in the MLA having 
a large number of members. I hope you will help us increase 
our numbers and make our collective voice even stronger. 
There are many challenges facing Muskoka, and none of us can 
afford to take this magnificent place for granted.

In closing, I would like to thank our amazing volunteers 
who work year-round to keep the MLA strong and vibrant, 
supported by our dedicated office staff, Erla McCaig, Chelsea 
Callard and – during upcoming Chelsea’s maternity leave – 
Karianna Costa. 

I wish you a safe and enjoyable summer in Muskoka!

Susan Eplett
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Mark your Calendars for the

MUSKOKA LAKES 
ASSOCIATION 
129TH ANNUAL 

GENERAL MEETING
Reconnect with the MLA

Muskoka Discovery Centre
275 Steamship Bay Road, Gravenhurst

Thursday July 20th, 2023
4:30 – 7pm

Join the Directors and members for:
COCKTAILS AND CONNECTIONS

A short AGM meeting will be followed by 
a cocktail hour allowing us to reconnect 

with members and the board plus get 
a sneak peak at the changes to the 

Muskoka Discovery Centre.

All members are welcome. 

Members are encouraged to invite 
a non-member to the AGM.

Please RVSP by email info@mla.on.ca 
or by telephone 705 765-5723

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF 
THE ASSOCIATION WHICH WILL BE HELD AT THE ABOVE 
NOTED TIME AND PLACE BY DIRECTION OF THE BOARD 

OF DIRECTORS, MUSKOKA LAKES ASSOCIATION.

KEN PEARCE, SECRETARY

Except when you launch a water skier or kite flyer and are 
moving directly away from shore, a vessel in Muskoka must 
limit its speed to 9 KMH within 30 (about half the length of a 
hockey rink) of the shore, or a dock, pier, floating platform or 
other vessel.

The MLA is working with Safe Quiet Lakes (SQL) to promote 
safe boating and the ‘rules of the road’. A major outcome is a 
co-branded NO WAKE sign.

The signs are ready now. To get one, contact the office at   
info@mla.on.ca, or call 705-765-5723. 

DO YOU KNOW THE RULES?

TM

Date_____________________________

For all advertising or promotional inquiries, please contact: General Manager • admin@mla.on.ca • 705 765 5723


